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The Humble 


PETITION 


AND 
REMONSTRANCE 


OF SOME HUNDREDS 
of Retaylers, who have Sparkes 
of Charity,and Reaſon in them, 


And of Country Chap-men of the 
Aſſociated Counties, and of thouſands of 


poore people beſides : For the Reſtoring of 
Farthing Tokens; who are extreame- 
ly damnified, and are like to periſh 
by the ſuppreſſion 
of them, 
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TO BOTH THE HIGH 
ONOURABLE HOUSES | 
of Parliament. 


—_ 
Zﬀ 
& 
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The humble Petition and Remon- 
trance of ſome hundreds of Retaylers, who have 
ſparkes of Charity, and reaſon in them ; and of 
Countrey Chap-men of the Afoſiated Counties, 
1nd of Thouſands of Poore people beſides, for the 
Reſtoring of Farthing-Tokens, who are extream- 
 Damnified, and are liketo periſh by the ſup- 
preſſion of them. 


aAMENTABLY ſhewing : That theſe diſmall 
diyes, ( as it ſ-emes ) ſurpaſſe other deſtruRtive 
times. For now the Axe 1s laid to the rootes of 
P Shrubs, whereas heretofore ta!l Cedars bare off the 
Stroake : And doubtlefle all the Engineers oa both 


j4 #4 ſides fince theſe Warres began, have not by their 


PNIGA'T Stratagems finiſhed the dayes of more men; Then 
avery few Retayling Tradeſmen by thcir gilded finiſter ſuggeſtions 
ing meere covetous Earth-wormes) are like to doe ; not only of 
men, but of women and children alſo : If conſideration be not had 
ofthe Petitioners preſent complaint : Whercin the pretended Grie- 
vanee, and Objc&jons of theſe handfull of Retaylers (che poores ads 
weluics, though their beſt cuſtomers) we really anfiyered, nod rndy 
2 e 


oy C_—_ 


v 
< 


ſet fotth:: For the ſhadow of kim that rides on the Pale Horſ hath 
already enade an impreſfion in the faces of your Petitioners; And 
the vacuity of their Bowels by their inward contraQtion, ſoung, 
ſhrill, and loud in the cares of ſuck as paſſe by them ; and fay, yy, 
betide them that Were the canſe thereof, &C. 


For as muchi therefore, asall thair temporall Hopes of preſey 
Reliefe concerning this their moſt urgent Cauſc, and beſt outwyy 
Piller that ſupports their very Being ; depends wholly upon theſ 
two capitall Houſes, or chiefe Courts ofthe Kingdome, They ther 
fore humbly beſcech, That your Honours commiſcration of their de. 
plored Eftates may be anſwerableto your Greatneſle, and that thy 
{ame may not be referred to any other Court ; but that theſe enſy 
ObjeRions and Reaſons may be here deliberately conſidered of, wd 
according unto equity granted; That fo your poore Petitioners faint. 
ing ſoules may be revived, and maintained to pray keartily for you 
Honours proſperity. 


The complaining Retaylers maine ObjeRions apainl 
Farthings intheir Perition printed, and preſented to 
the Parliament two yeares ſince, are theſe, in their 

ownewords ; 


Viz, 

Objef, That the allowance of one and twenty Chillings in 
Farthing-Tokens , for twenty Chillings in money, 
hath been the chicfeſt cauſe of their great Burthen, 
For many covetous perſons have uſually fetched out 
great quantities of Farthiogs, and forcing them upon 
poore labouring people. 


Anſw. 1 They that complainemolt of their loſſe, are (thought 
ſee ..2 2 Paradox) thegreatelt gainers, becauſe they are the chicfel 
Retaylers, and principull venters of their commodities co the poote. 
Fox cerjaine it is, that all ſuch chat in a Recayling way ſclsby Peny, 
halfe-peny, and Farthings worth, gain more by twelye pence inthe 
pound - leaſt, chen other Shop-keepers do, that ſell by greater quar- 
rities, &c. 


2, Thepoorelt people arc theſe Retaylers beſt cuſtomers,and _ 


tant frequenters. If therefore the current of the poores Farthi 
— be opt ; Theſe complainants will loſe by the h_ 
and chbe of their cuſtome, more then the lofſe of twelve pence in 
the pound ; and then wiſh they had not leap't out of the Frying- 
pw into the fire, a5 ſome of them already doe. 


3 It there were as many filver pence,and halfe-pencescoyned 
15now there are Farthings; Yet thoſe will not by a fourth part 
zs much availe the poore as Tokens will ; Partly in regard that it 
isthe hereditary uſe, and inclination of mcn to delight in, and re- 
tine Silver more warily chen Brafle, and partly becauſe, he that 
can, or will give a Farthing, either cannot, or will not beſtow a 


halfe-peny, or peny : And therefore that old ſaying, any 4 lit- . 


tle makes a mickle, 19 now 2 maine plea for the poore, and conſc- 
quently for theſe few Silver-thirlty Retaylers, if chey well un- 
derſtood it, 


4 If the apprehenſion of theſe Ron had been well com- 
poſed together, and their mindsfreed from extreame covetoul- 
neſſe, they would never have lifred up their voice agaiolt Far- 
things, if they had conceived but theſe two Reaſons only. 


1 Inregard of the ſetled Excize, whick turnes to their ac» 
compt, and cleare benefit twelye pence in each Bartcll, which is 
two ſhillings in the pound gaine to them more then ever they 
bad : For the Excize isbut two ſhillings upon the Barrell ; and 
they, when they ſell cheapeſt, bave peny farthing for each quart, 
_ Farthing upon the quart, is juſt three Thillings in the 

arell, 


- 2 To (upprefſe Farthings ac ſuch a time,when a quart of that 
lquor which refreſhes the ſpirit of the poore,is raiſcd a Farthing 
higher then ever it was ; doth cauſe fach a peevith continued 


troudle in their ſmall diſtraRted rules of Arethmetick; and is ſuch 
tfretting whet-ſtone to ſharpen the edge of their groanes, that 
it will endanger the renting of the clouds. Befides, i; is moſt un- 
ſafonable (a3 it is humbly conceived) that this m&hty ſtorme 


ofthe loſſ; of three-ſcore or foure-ſcorethouſand pounds at lealt 
A 3 ſhould 


SAGE, Cu CC TR. þ.t 


ſhould fall upon the diftrefſed ſubjeA, when they are alrey ; 
a Ianenifhing ay Fa through the decay of Trade, cn 


tion of mens hearts, and the abſence of people ; that there is 4 
much elbow-roome now in this Ciry, as in ſome remote Cg. 
poration Townes. Therefore a Reformation in this at preſent, i 
(as it were) a new peece of cloth ftitched to an old ragged ye. 
ment, which will make the rent far worle. 


5 That in their ſaid printed Petition, they ſay ſome five hun. 
dred ſubſcribed to it ; Whereof, ( if ſo.) two parts of them ws 
Victuallers, or victualling Chaundlers, who gaine more by the 
Tap, then by all cheir other Trinkets (and ſo much the moreh 
meanesof the Excize ) and but foure or five of theſe five hundred 
werethe only Stickles, or Bell-weathers that tincklct the reſt in 
{as heretofore they have under-hand attempted to doe) and 
theſe doe it, but to maintaine ſome rs ſauce to their full 
diſhes, having their eyes clos'd up with Sl- perſecuting ſcales, 
that they cannot behold one glimpſe of Providence, but what 
they find and feele in their owne fingers : Whereas on theo. 
ther fide, here are tentimes ſo many thouſand, who ure con. 
ſtrained to make hunger their beft ſauce, and are glad to haye 
wherewithall to ſaſtaine nature, and behold Providence ſhine. 
ing each day upon them, as the birds of the ayre doe, Therefore, 
x dengr Chritianity lyes ſlumbering, yet the Body Poliickeis 
awake ; and ſurely will not efte:me more ofa few tull-fed, well. 
lined Retaylers,then a great number of Lean-ribb'd, thin-cloth'd 
Chriſtians, that aothing makes the difference,but that the (heres 
went ſide- wayes in the cutting out of the peece ; or cl/c fay that 
the Head hath no need of the little Tot,or of the very nayle there- 
of: But ſucely that Body will preſerve all. For it is ſaid, The 
poore you ſhall have alweyes with you ; uniefle now by this means 
they will be altog:ther ſtarved : As ſome report they are, who 
obſerve the weekly Bills of Mortility ; That many already de- 
parts this life by a new kind of Plague, for not havingthe old 
Tokens about them, &c. 


6 That without all doubt, theſe few complaining Retuyler 
know full well, has their ſaid peore cuſtomers trakeke _ 
T10 Pol | for 


for the Gold of Opher, nor for the Silver wedge of 74a, but 
(for the molt part ) poſlefle that mettall that ſaits moſt with 
theirlow eſtate, which are Farthings j And thereforetheſe Re- 
taylers (let them ſay what they pleaſe in their petition) know. 
10 what Coine their ſaid Clyants trade moſt in : Doe oft-times 
provide ſuch ragged ſtuffe, and decayed Comodities for them; as 
withered coſtive Cherte,twice-bak'd Bread, Butter of a ſtronger 
odor, Drinke that ſtood long out of its proper element, and all 
other things in their defeR ; So that if they loſt two ſhillings in 
twenty in Farthings ; Yet,if their large conſciences did not hold 
downetheir hands they would lift them up, and lay them upon 
their mouthes, and ſay one to another Tace &c. 


7 That thisvery point is the Gulph of their conceipts, and 
the myſtery of their griping iniquity, mixt with vaine glory(viz) 
To fupprefle theſe Farthing Tokens, that ſo they may advance 
their owne Tokens, Stamps, Seales, Names, Signes, Superſcrip- 
tions, ifnot Images, a$now appeares (though they be tar inferi- 
ourin dignity to Ceſar) And alſo altogether oppugaant to di- 
vers waighty reaſons both inthe King, and his Royall Fathers 


Proclamations iſſued out for reſtraint of theirs;but for the allows 
ance, and confirmation of theſe Farthings : By meanes where- 
of they rivet, linck, and incorporatetheir Cultomers unto them, 
and ſcale chem up for their owne ſelves ; ſo that they cannot 
movean Intch to any other Tradeſman, becauſe their Coin is not 
currant out of that narrow Clymate : Which thing in it felfe is 
ythe greateſt oppreſſion that can be impoſed upon diſtrefſed 
eople ; and makes good the laſt mentioned reaſon, That their 
poore cuſtomers will now be conſtrained to accept of their ſaid 
kcayed commodities,and at what prices they pleaſe : Bur theſe 
Firchings retaine that vertue inthem, which 1s derived from a 
=_ Power, and therefore paſſe through to moſt places,and 

tall times, 


$ That if theſe troubleſome Retaylers had takenthe paines, 
ntto have pluck't out a peece of each of the beames that aren 
cir eyes ;they would have ſecne clearly how ſmall a mote of 


convenience theſe Farthings have made ; and on the _— 
wha 


what a Monntanous fallacy, and deceipt theſe their Tin, Pay. 
ter , Lead , Leather , Horne, and Wax Tokens doe bring ty 
paſſe: For ; whenany of theſe Retaylersthar have thus clinch 
in their ſaid cuſtomers, either dye, -run away, or break (azitis, 
common accident in theſe tottering times) Then all theſe 
traſhie inferiour Tokens are immediatly defunR, and choak 
up in the neſt, and of no vic atall ; So that whoſoever poſſeſſah 
any of them, are ſubje&t toa monthly fraud, and mutation, 
Whereas the other ſort is ſcarce ſub & untothe like, once in 
Coronation. 


9 That the foreſaid Country Chap-men doe (as it ſeemesby 
their froward words) faint under their preſent Aſeſments,ud 
wonder that this unexpe&ed; By-Blow ſhould fall fo unſexfer- 
ably upon them, That they begin to Reele about, and ſay thy 
have as many Farthings in their cuſtody as will beare ther 
charges awhile in the Kings Army, where they will paſſe: Ye 
being loath to leave houſe, and home ; they moſt _ at- 

- 


tend the Carriers weekly returne from Londen to bring them 
happy Tidings of their Reſtauration againe ; Which if they, and 
the reft, failc of their Hopes therein, It may (as it is humdlyto 
be feared) beget ſome Inconvenience, that otherwiſe auyd: 
eaſily, and requiſitely prevented. 


10 That upon an Ayry ſuſpition, or a meere invention, which 
ſome pu__ Retaylers were always prone to conceive fo 
to ſupprefſe Farthings, onely for their owne Ends ; It wes git 
out, that Tokens were Imported from forraine parts; upon 
which Alderman Chambers was d<fired to auke diligent enquy 
ry of the truth thereof; which he accordingly did ; andfou 
that none at all had becn at any cime imported, valeſſe 
ſhould be wafted from beyond ſeas within the Scullcs of ther 


Cunning Cottrivings. 


11 That theſe few Retayling Incendiaries doe at preteſt 
Boulſter up themſelves in their hard-hearted Imaginations, atk 
verily beleeve that the juſt out-cry of the poore 18noW iull 
and become þut z.nine dayes diſcourſe, becauſe they are ſont 


what ſilent, through the fecbleneſle of their bodyes, and contra. 
Aionof their Lungs, and.in regard they ſuppole ſome of theſe 
poore people haye withdrawne themſelves from theſe parts ; If 
thatbeſo; O3 but then where are they gone into the Coun- 
tryes, and what canthey hope to have there ; but either Pilfer a 
little co linger our Nature ; or other wiſe to. have ſcope enoygh 
under the Cope of Heaven, and the Covert of a Hedge, or Dich 
to ſurrender up their laſt Breath into the hand of that Power 
that challengeth Revenge to belong proper unto himielfe ; Who 
wil impreſſe ſuch a knowing ſtamp upon them for their full Re- 
quitall, as they doe upon their paultry Tokens for the poares 
Deceipt, 


12 Thatthe State by the ſuppreſſing of Farthings loſe a ye- 
ry Conſiderable yeerely tumme ; which ſurely would be better 
had, and reſerved, then loſt, .and caſt away like the fauffc of a 
Candle to offend others ; 


But howſoever theſe oppoſers of frejndly Tokens ab{o» 
lutely confeſſe in their {aid printed Petition, That to lay 
 downethe office will be inconveinent, for then(fay they) 
all-Rerayling Trades will want ſmall moneyes, and the 
poore Reliefe, Therefore the Remnants of their retayling 
wares, afford theſe ſcraps of Charity for a remedy to 
ſupport the office. 


; The firlt is, That the Office beſetled onely.in the power of 
the Crowne. | 


An. That was their Congeipt:when their Petition was then 
printed ; and may be ordered asthe State pleaſe ; if they be now 
of-che lame mind. 


\ , 2 The ſecond is, That the Extrinfick Denomination, and 
theſnujolick value of a Farthing may ttep ſomewhat neererin 
Moportion, 


Arſe Theſe are fine words that fils their brains to as ſmall _ 
| B poſe, 


poſe, 18 ſuch great peeces of Brafſe would doe their Boxes : Ry 
the cauſe of their Grievance being removed (which is the ſupp. 
ſed lofſe of twelve pencein the pound) their Complaint tek 
the effe& thereof, will vaniſh away. 


3 The third is, That it may be fellony either to Import, 
Counterfeitthem. 


Anſ, That may be ordered fo, if the State pleaſe, 


4 The laſt is, That no Advantage be allowed in che Iſing of 
them out,or returning of them into the Office, 


A»ſ. Surely, this isbuta.very Cloſe-fiſted lumpiſh motion, 
To imagine that ſuch extraordinary paines, charges and atter- 
dance ſhould be beltowed about Farthiags, and that no profit 
ſhould accrue to the managers thereof : For which of them wil 
take the paines to compaſle, and ſcoreout a Cheeſe into ſo may 
peany worths, and then receive no benefit by it &c. 


But the preſent eaſe, and remedy humbly propoſed, and 
earneſtly implored fromthe rice of DejcRed ſoules ure 
onely theſe Three. 


1 That the State would be pleaſed foto order it ; That all 
Covetous perſons whom theſe Retaylers complaine ot intheir 
{aid Petition ; who fetch ont great quanticics of Farthings, and 
force them in payments upon poor labouring people: May been- 
joyned under a penalty not to ferce,or pay above twelve pence - 
inten, or twenty ſhillings in any ſuch payment &c. 


2 Thatallthe benefit, and profits of the ſaid office may ul 
wayes remune there in ſafe Cultody under twoor three Locks; 
and not hereafter to be tranſported beyond ſeas, as it hath been, 
but reſerved conſtantly for Rechange, and vic of the State ; And 
that the reſtoring of theſe Farthing Tokens and C—_— of 
the ſaid office againe, may be by your Honours Order publiſhed 
in all needfull places, 

3 


; And laſtly ; That foraſmuch as there is now 2 unhappy 
nel cut out in the Kingdome, that is very proper to reccive 
ix ſuppoſed flowing [treame of Farthings ( though it were 
bigger) chat overwuch weters the Meadowes of theſe few 
ylers Conceipts ( viz ) This war ; That therefore the com- 
n(ouldiers may receive twelve penceor more in each ten ſhil- 
of their Pay; Doubtleſle they would then vie ſuch Retorick 
al Corporation Townes where they came to, that without 
difficulty they would paſſe current; And ſurely they would be 
neceſlacy for them ; becauſe they might then have a pint 
Beerefor a Farthing, which now they cannot have ; And in- 
| thele Tokens areas viefull in ſuch places, as in this City : 
des there is ſcldome any civill or vncivell Warres, but it 
is illegitimate Goyne ; and verily, that Coyne is molt pre- 
eſtto remaine at preſent, that was approved off on both ſides 
lintheſe few dayes. 


By this meancs the floud of theſe few Retaylers complaint, 
willde walted, and dryed up, 
And the poores Revenue recovered from a Non. ſuit, and 


themſelves revived. 
Andallmen will expe& that Old Things ſhall paſſe away, 


= « Long-looked-for Peace ſhall be eſtabliſhed in our 
Iſrael, 


FINIS. 


